Good _____________, (introductory comments).
As you know, The Trust has been charged with the following mission by the members of IAAP: “to assist needy, elderly administrative professionals.” To accomplish this goal, we have a few primary programs:

· RTF reVisions, bagged quarterly with your copy of OfficePro
· reVisions 2.0, our monthly e-newsletter

· Our website at www.iaap-rtf.org
· The Trust’s Financial Assistance Program
· Vista Grande, our retirement center whose rents are subsidized by your donations

Rather than give an exhaustive overview of exactly what The Trust has done over the past year, I’d like to take a moment to talk about the last item in that list. It’s a great program that doesn’t get the attention it deserves.

Since its inception, The Trust’s mission has been the same: to assist elderly and needy administrative professionals.

As a result, IAAP, through The Trust, has been able to do something that very few associations have ever done: build and maintain its own retirement center. What’s more, Vista Grande (the world’s only retirement center for administrative professionals) was built entirely through donations to The Trust, with no corporate or association sponsorship.

However, The Trust realizes that not every elderly or needy administrative professional can (or wants to) live at Vista Grande. As a result, in 2003, the Foundation’s Board of Trustees began a new program: the Financial Assistance Program.

Through this new service, a retired administrative professional living in any retirement community can receive financial assistance to be used toward housing costs. To qualify, applicants must meet HUD financial guidelines. Assistance can be a part of or all of rent (depending on funds available and need). Let me just take a moment to clarify that — one does not need to live at Vista Grande to apply for and receive financial assistance. That is the beauty of this RTF program.
When Della Herring stood up at a meeting of NSA in 1947, she thought it was deplorable that secretaries had no retirement home to call their own. She contributed the first dollar toward such a cause, and today, the Trust has built and maintains just such a center.  Through the Financial Assistance program, we can ensure that Della Herring’s dream lives on.


To find out more about this great program, contact IAAP’s Controller, Sue Tuff.

To accomplish all our goals, The Trust realizes that we need to raise funds. Our annual, collectible pin has been a great success, and in 2006 we introduced our holiday cards.

I’m pleased to report that our newest fundraiser, The Trust’s annual Holiday Card, has been a great success. It was even more successful at the International Convention & Education Forum in Tampa, when we not only had cards available for order, but were able to sell onsite packs of holiday cards. Be sure and visit The Trust’s booth this year in New Orleans to see this year’s design.
What was interesting for us to note is that many of the sales of our holiday cards were to admins who planned to use them for their company or supervisor’s own holiday cards. What a great way to support The Trust!

Giving deserves recognition …

At the Tampa convention, we introduced the Family of Givers campaign. In case you haven’t heard, The Trust is now not only recognizing Chapters & Divisions for their giving, but individuals as well. We’ve got special rewards for different levels of giving throughout a calendar year, and your lifetime giving is also tracked. Visit our website for more details and to see what the different levels are.
We haven’t forgotten about the Chapters & Divisions, either. Your individual donations are also added to your Chapter and Division’s annual totals to help with the awards we give each year at Convention.
The Trust has had another successful year with exciting programs and a mission to help all IAAP members.  Through our programs and services, we’ve been able to help many retired and “pre-retired” admins… and with your support we can help many, many more.

Thank you for your time today, and have a great meeting!

